May 4, 2010

To whom it may concern:

It is my honor and privilege to write this letter of recommendation for Mike Schmidt.  I have known Mike for over ten years as both an education colleague and a friend.  Mike’s first teaching job in the Brainerd school district was in the same building I was teaching in, Franklin Junior High.  Franklin was an 8th and 9th grade building.  I was immediately very impressed with Mike’s teaching skills.  Please allow me to explain why.

I observed Mike working with his 8th graders many times.  I always marveled at Mike’s ability to connect with ALL of his students.  He has the knack of making each and every one of his students feel that they were the most important person in that classroom, all 30 of them!  Mike is a great motivator, and he would get his students to achieve more than they thought they could.  He is firm but caring.  Mike’s classroom is always managed in a way in which students feel safe, have fun and understand everything that is going on each and every day.  Individual daily learning for all children is Mike’s daily top priority.  

Mike uses innovative and fresh methods to reach each child’s individual learning style.  Mike is one of those educators who come along only once in a while.  He makes a positive impact and difference in young people’s lives each and every day.  However, Mike also has other characteristics which make him a very, very valuable asset to any organization he chooses to become involved in.  Let me further explain myself.

While Mike excels in the classroom, he also possesses great leadership qualities.  Whether it be through his local union work, putting together a social event, coaching his athletes, taking on a community event or just being a great dad and husband to his family, Mike Schmidt has what it takes to be a great leader.  Mike listens, communicates well, solves problems and conflicts and is committed to always giving his best in everything he does.  Mike is honest, reliable and very thoughtful.  Mike works hard and gets things done.  Mike is the type of person which every organization hopes to have, someone that they could not function without.  Any organization who is lucky enough to have Mike Schmidt choose to become part of them, will gain one of their most valuable treasures and assets.

If I can be of further assistance, please don not hesitate to get a hold of me.

Respectfully,

John Ward

State Representative

District 12A

